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THE HIGH MASS

Considered an artistic rebel in his native Sweden, Sandström surprised his musical contemporaries when he composed The High Mass. Because of his strict non-conformist Protestant background, it was especially shocking that he was drawn to the Catholic liturgy in writing The High Mass.

Sandström’s The High Mass, with its magnificent dimensions, is on the same symphonic scale as Beethoven’s Missa Solemnis and shows the same disposition of movements as Bach’s Mass in B Minor. In fact, it conforms exactly to the 25-part subdivision in Bach’s great masterpiece. It is, in other words, a mass composition in the grand tradition; a piece of church music on a level of intention virtually unknown in the history of Swedish music.

Sandström knows his Bach by heart and has sung it many times in his 20 years with the Hägersten Motet Choir.  That has left a strong influence, which he has no desire to remove. “But it doesn’t sound like Bach!” he explains. If anything, it has a touch of neo-classic Stravinsky: heavy sonorities alternating with austere moments, pervasive ostinati and swinging rhythms. The approach to the Latin text differs from his earlier Requiem setting. There, Sandström committed all of his compositional imagination and willpower to interpreting and reinforcing the emotional impact of the words. Here he emphasizes the significance of the text with a deliberate strictness and a refinement of both rhythmic and harmonic models.

Sandström’s mass was commissioned by The Swedish Broadcasting Corporation. In 1994 the mass was recorded live in performance at the Berwald Hall in Stockholm with Leif Segerstam leading the Swedish Radio Symphony Orchestra and Radio Choir. This recording was later released on the Caprice Recordslabel.

Sven-David Sandström studied composition with Ingvar Lidholm at the Royal College of Music in Stockholm, in addition to influential guest professors such as György Ligeti and Per Nørgård. Before coming to IU, he served as a professor of composition at the Royal College of Music in Stockholm from 1985 to 1995. His composing breakthrough came in 1972 with Through and through, a work which received international acclaim when it was performed by the Concertgebouw Orchestra in Amsterdam in 1974. He was a member of the Hägersten Motet Choir for twenty years and has also written choral pieces such as A Cradle Song/The Tyger and his requiem mass, De ur alla minnen fallna – Missa da requiem (Mute the Bereaved Memories Speak, 1979). He has also written a large number of works for the stage, including several ballets in collaboration with the choreographer Per Jonsson. His more recent compositions include the oratorio Moses for the 300th anniversary of Oslo Cathedral and the large-scale opera Staden (The City) to a libretto by the poet Katrina Frostings. He is the recipient of many awards, including the Christ Johnson Prize (Through and through) in 1974, the Nordic Council Award in 1984 (Missa da Requiem), the Buxtehude award in 1987 and the Christ Johnson Major Award in 1995 (High Mass).

John Poole, Visiting Professor of Choral Conducting at IU, began to conduct choirs and orchestras as an undergraduate at Oxford. The founder of the Bloomsbury Singers and Players, he regularly conducted choral-orchestra concerts at St. George’s Church, Bloomsbury, where he first came to the attention of the B.B.C. conducting orchestras. In 1968 he became conductor of the B.B.C. Symphony Chorus and later in 1972 he became director of the B.B.C. Singers, a position he held until 1989. Throughout his career he has been a guest conductor for major choirs and orchestras in Europe, Scandinavia, New Zealand, Singapore, and Hong Kong.

THE TEXT OF THE MASS

Kyrie tc "Kyrie " \l 4
Kyrie eleison.

Lord, have mercy.

Christe eleison.

Christ, have mercy.
Kyrie eleison.

Lord, have mercy.

Gloria tc "Gloria " \l 4
Gloria in excelsis Deo, 
Glory to God in the highest,

et in terra pax

and on earth peace

hominibus bonae voluntatis.
to people of good will.

Laudamus te, benedicimus te,
We praise You, we bless You,

adoramus te, glorificamus te,
we worship You, we glorify You,

gratias agimus tibi
we thank You

propter magnam gloriam tuam:
for Your great glory:

Domine Deus, Rex coelestis,
O Lord God, King of Heaven,

Deus Pater omnipotens.
God the Father Almighty.

Domine Fili unigenite, Jesu Christe
O Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son

Domine Deus, 

O Lord God

Agnus Dei, Filius Patris:
Lamb of God, Son of the Father:

qui tollis peccata mundi,
who takes away the sins of the world,

miserere nobis;

have mercy on us;

qui tollis peccata mundi, 
who takes away the sins of the world,

suscipe deprecationem nostram;
give ear to our prayer;

qui sedes ad dexteram Patris, 
who sits at the right hand of the Father,

Miserere nobis.

have mercy on us.

Quoniam tu solus sanctus,
For You alone are holy,

tu solus Dominus, 
You alone are the Lord,

tu solus altissimus:
You alone are high above all:

Jesu Christe,

Jesus Christ,

cum Sancto Spiritu
with the Holy Spirit
in gloria Dei Patris.  Amen.
in the glory of God the Father.  Amen.

Credo
Credo in umun Deum, 
I believe in one God,

Patrem omnipotentem.
the Father almighty,

factorem coeli et terrae,
maker of heaven and earth,

visibilium omnium et invisibilium.
and of all things visible and invisible.

Et in unum Dominum Jesum Christum,
And in one Lord Jesus Christ,

Filium Dei unigenitum,
the only-begotten son of God,

et ex patre natum ante omnia saecula.
born of the Father before all ages.

Deum de Deo, lumen de lumine,
God of God, light of light,
Deum verum de Deo vero.
true God of true God.

Genitum, non factum,
Begotten, not made,

consubstantialem Patri,
being of one substance with the Father,

per quem omnia facta sunt.
by whom all things were made.

Qui propter nos homines
Who for us men

et propter nostram salutem
and for our salvation

descendit de coelis.
came down from heaven.

Et incarnatus est

And was incarnate

de Spiritu Sancto

by the Holy Spirit

ex Maria Virgine

of the Virgin Mary

et homo factus est.
and was made man.

Crucifixus etiam pro nobis:
He was crucified also for us:

sub Pontio Pilato
under Pontius Pilate

passus et sepultus est.
He suffered and was buried.

Et resurrexit tertia die,
And the third day He rose again,

secundum scripturas.
according to the scriptures.

Et ascendit in coelum:
And He ascended into heaven:

sedet ad dexteram
he sits at the right hand of [God]

Patris.


the Father.

Et iterum venturus est cum gloria
And he shall come again with glory

judicare vivos et mortuos:
to judge both the living and the dead:

cujus regni non erit finis.
of His kingdom there shall be no end.

Et in Spiritum Sanctum,
And in the Holy spirit,

Dominum et vivificantem, 
the Lord and giver of life,

qui ex Patre Filioque procedit,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son

qui cum Patre et Filio
who together with the Father and the Son

simul adoratur et conglorificatur:
is worshipped and glorified:

qui locutus est per prophetas.
who spoke by the prophets.

Et unam sanctam catholicam
And in one holy catholic 

et apostolicam ecclesiam.
and apostolic church.

Confiteor unum baptisma 
confess one baptism

in remissionem peccatorum
for the remission of sins

et expecto resurrectionem mortuorum
and I look for the resurrection of the dead

et vitam venturi saeculi.
and the life of the world to come.

Amen.


Amen.

Sanctus tc "Sanctus " \l 4
Sanctus, sanctus, sanctus
Holy, holy, holy

Dominus Deus sabaoth:
Lord God of hosts:

pleni sunt coeli et terra
heaven and earth are full

gloria tua.

of Your glory.

Osanna – Benedictus – Osanna tc "Osanna – Benedictus – Osanna " \l 4
Osanna in excelsis.
Hosanna in the highest!

Benedictus qui venit
Blessed is he who comes 

in nomine Domini.
in the name of the Lord.

Osanna in excelsis.
Hosanna in the highest!

Agnus Dei – Dona nobis pacem tc "Agnus Dei – Dona nobis pacem " \l 4
Agnus Dei,

Lamb of God

qui tollis peccata mundi,
who takes away the sins of the world,

miserere nobis.

have mercy on us.

Dona nobis pacem.
grant us peace.
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